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MAZAL TOV 
· To Nitzan and Rotem Kamilian on the birth of their son, Tor, brother to Reaf, grandson to Liora and Shlomo, great grandson to Rachel and Roger Baruch and Moshe Kamilian.
· To Nur Seker on the birth of a son. Good health and happiness from the Food Branch and Kibbutz Yizre’el.
MANY THANKS
·  To Smadar Israeli Agmon who has joined the newsletter staff and helps with the proof-reading. 
· To the 38 people who donated blood. See you in 6 months’ time.
· To all those who helped with the stocktaking of the KolBo 
BEST WISHES 
· To Inbal Pezaro who is to head the Para-Olympic team in the Winter Olympics.
· To Tal Levi who has been accepted for klitah. Tal, Noam Freiman’s partner, has been living on the kibbutz for a few months and works as a vet treating horses. His contact person is Ilan Sadur. 

	CONDOLENCES TO MIKE KENT AND FAMILY
ON THE PASSING OF HIS WIFE
HANA KENT
Hana and Mike were members of Yizre’el in the 70s and Hana worked for a few years with preschool children.




SUMMARY OF THE YEAR’S ACTIVITIES OF THE MAZKIRUT 2021
Yifat Assaf has given a very detailed list of the subjects dealt with during the year 2021. The kibbutz is going through a process of reorganization which should lead to a more efficient structure suited to the needs of today and the future. We end the year with five new functionaries to run the kibbutz. We can say that the management of the kibbutz is steady and professional.  
Yifat also took the opportunity to thank the team that she works with for their support, for their differences of opinion and for their consensus, for their dedication and for taking responsibility, and for the knowledge that if there is a fall, there is also a group to pick up.  All this, is to her gain and that of the kibbutz.  
GENERAL MEETING 28/12/2021
1. Irit Mor has been nominated to become a member of the Small Enterprises Committee.
     Vicki Hollander has been nominated to become a member of the         Nominations Committee. 
Both nominees have been accepted.
2. A Building for the Arts in the area of Bernie’s studio. Bernie and Yaniv Shapiro presented the project and requested approval of 100 thousand shekel to plan the project - the money coming from the Public Building Fund. The project itself is not cheap. It is estimated at about 7 million shekel for which sponsors will be sought.
3. Sports and Leisure-Time Center near the rugby field. Idan Zelas presented the project. A sports center run by Yizre’el will be a business and a community project. The Rugby Association, Maytronics and heads of sporting activities will pay for subscriptions as private customers. The center will be open every day of the week throughout the year. The project should cost about 9.6 million shekel and should make a yearly profit of about 220 thousand shekel. At the moment approval is being sought to go ahead with the planning.

A discussion was held about both projects and a vote was taken.
Approval was given for the initial planning for both projects.
The Art Project: 84 for / 25 against / 2 abstained.
The Sports Center: 87 for / 21 against / 3 abstained



FROM THE NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
The committee is looking for 2 public representatives for the Seniors “Eshkol” Council. You can apply to any one of the Nominations Committee.
TAMAR SENKER is offering Chinese acupuncture, herbal treatment, reflexology and different touch techniques at her clinic. In addition she has been treating adults and youth using NLP methods for emotional complaints and EMID that allows release from trauma and anxiety. 
Tamar can be reached through the doctor or privately. From January there will be a slight increase in the price of treatment. 

“ESHKOL VATIKIM”
The “Eshkol Vatikim” at this stage will be functioning through the following teams:
1. Seniors’Committee : will continue its social activities and be responsible for trips, monthly meetings, birthdays and additional social events. 
Members of the Seniors
 Committee: Philippa Segal, Aksel Levin, Lotem Cohen, Shlomit Fink, Zohar Assaf, Yoni Brauman and Danit Dovdivani-Kirshberg
2. A Professional Team: A discreet team which deals with private matters.
Members of the team: Inbal Adler, Liran Penn, Sigal Perling. Rinat Chikorel and Meirav Navot.  
The team has begun working and meets once a fortnight on Thursdays. The first subjects the team discussed are connected to caregivers, connections with the clinic, work with members of the family and more.
3. Seniors Center: Is being established as a day center, a center for classes, a community center for multi-generational activities, a center for services for the seniors and more.
Members of the team: Monica Brustein – head, Galia Shemi, and Hamutal Assaf.
4. Council or a broad forum: Dealing with subjects related to seniors in general with thoughts for the long run  - e.g. accessibility, retirement, volunteering etc.
Members of the Council: Chairperson – Inbal Adler, caregivers in the field, Head of the Health and Welfare Committee, representatives from the Seniors Committee, public representatives and those invited according to the agenda. 
At present they are concentrating on examining the work of the new professional team and looking for members of the council. 
Inbal will do her best to make the “Eshkol Vatikim” work and serve the kibbutz.

FROM EREZ’S DESK
· The road from the area of the parking lot near Boikes in the direction of the western gate has been blocked off with boulders, for security reasons. Accessibility to the gate is along the fence.
We have ended a very complex year with members taking on new positions in the kibbutz, changes in professional perceptions and upgrading of the system…. And of course the Corona which has not passed. 
We wish ourselves 2022 to be a fruitful year, with lots of action and all in good health.  
 
	FIELD
	PROJECT
	STATUS

	HOUSING
	The Northern Neighborhood
	 Getting an infrastructure permit

	
	Cottages
	Beginning to build

	
	Housing for the youngsters
	First stage of planning.

	Public Buildings
	Renovation of the KolBo and the kitchen
	About to present plans for General Meeting approval.

	
	The Music School
	Process of choosing an architect.

	
	Transfer of the Gardening Branch
	Waiting for a building permit

	
	Transfer of the Archives
	To be carried out in the 1st quarter

	
	Accessible bathrooms at the pool
	A building permit has been given

	
	Accessibility to the hair salon
	About to begin

	
	Development of the cemetery
	1st stage completed

	
	Building for the Arts based on Bernie’s studio 
	Approval in principle has been given to begin planning

	
	Sports and leisure time community center near the rugby field
	Approval in principle has been given to begin planning

	INFRASTRUCTURE
	Western road
	Completed

	
	Southern road + entrance to the kibbutz
	Planning completed

	
	Roads 1 + 2
	Planning completed

	
	Sewerage line bypassing the Nof neighborhood
	Planning completed

	
	Road between the Partnership House and the western gate
	In the planning



Shirley Markham / Landscapes of Life
אוּלַי רַק צִפֳּרֵי-מַסָּע יוֹדְעוֹת –
כְּשֶׁהֵן תְּלוּיוֹת בֵּין אֶרֶץ וְשָׁמַיִם –
אֶת זֶה הַכְּאֵב שֶׁל שְׁתֵּי הַמּוֹלָדוֹת.

אִתְּכֶם אֲנִי נִשְׁתַּלְתִּי פַּעֲמַיִם,
אִתְּכֶם אֲנִי צָמַחְתִּי, אֳרָנִים,
וְשָׁרָשַׁי בִּשְׁנֵי נוֹפִים שׁוֹנִים.
[לאה גולדברג]

Perhaps only migrating birds know –
Suspended between earth and sky –
The heartache of two homelands. 

With you I was transplanted twice,
with you, pine trees, I grew –
roots in two disparate landscapes.

Leah Goldberg
(trans. Rachel Tzvia Back)

This book is dedicated to the lifetime artistic accomplishments of Shirley Markham. The works selected here cover more than five decades and were assembled from every part of the globe. The early ones are from New Zealand, where she spent most of her life, the later ones after moving to Israel and settling on Kibbutz Yizre’el. They are grouped in the book according to the different techniques Shirley employed over the years: oil paintings, etchings, acrylics, watercolours, and sketches. The great majority of her works are devoted to landscapes, nature, and still life.

When Shirley moved to Israel in 1988, she was already recognised and admired as an experienced, talented artist. In one of the earliest works after her aliyah – her move to Israel – she painted the Israeli landscape as it had unfolded for her through the window of the airplane. The mosaic of brown, ochre, yellow and white fields was etched in her memory, and transferred to canvas at the earliest opportunity. It was as if she wanted to seize the fleeting moment, to ‘eternalise’ the passage between worlds, to capture the primal character of the new region that would become her home. This early painting reflects more than just a transition between landscapes, countries, cultures and languages; it provides a glimpse of her future creative path, with views of the Jezreel Valley at its heart.  
A spectacular panorama spills across the valley – known as the Emek – below the hill on which Kibbutz Yizre’el, and Shirley herself, had put down roots. It is a multi-faceted quilt, with patterns and contrasts of colours and farm plots, which change with the sun and through the seasons of the year: winter, spring, summer, autumn. The abundance of the land – sunflowers, cotton, wheat, tomatoes, watermelons, beetroot, and groves of almonds, olives and citrus – which has been supplanted and changed over the years, blazes alternately in shades of green, brown, white, red, purple and yellow. How can one not be captivated by such a vision?
And Shirley was indeed enchanted, although the encounter matured gradually, from curiosity to respect to affection. Every painting of hers is a ‘re-Creation’ of the landscape. She dismantles its elements, stripping it of its familiarity, and reassembles it anew in abstract form, without losing the connection to what the eye really sees. She pays attention to small details – a stone, a stalk, a branch, a fruit – but at the same time creates distance in order to convey their overall essence. 
No less significant is her awareness of the place of the individual person and of settlement within the landscape. She embeds a memory of the past (houses of a one-time neighbouring Arab village), while at the same time documenting for posterity the kibbutz, Jewish settlement, red-tile roofs. There are no images of people in her paintings, but she makes a point of revealing the human imprint on the landscape.
A further perspective of Shirley’s work is more direct, and highlights the hump-like ridge of Givat Hamoreh, an iconic image in the collective subconscious of every child, member and resident of Kibbutz Yizre’el. She paints the sky as an inseparable part of the landscape, as a pictorial space in its own right. It is depicted, alternately, as stormy, calm, and cloudy, expressing changing moods of agitation, longing, composure, or reminiscence. The fields spill across the valley in different sizes and configurations, in shades of turquoise, pink, green, red and brown. 
In these works, one can easily imagine the integration of “the Emek of Above” and “the Emek of Below”, spirit and matter, two entities that parallel and complement each other. In other works, her eye takes flight to follow the descent of a bird from the highest heavens. Here the horizon fades from reality, the perspective changes and becomes distorted, the sky seems to merge mystically with the ground, and the valley takes on a life of its own.    
Shirley Markham’s paintings transform the valley from a real, physical place –farmland, tree, trail, stone, kibbutz – to a conceptual, metaphorical and symbolic space. Emerging from the tangible but allowing infinite freedom. This is how she defines the borders of her world, her belonging, and a creative space that has no borders. She formulates again and again her place in the landscape, which is, conversely, the landscape of her place as well. 
Yaniv Shapira
The family wishes to thank Yaniv Shapira for his great contribution in the preparation of the book. His understanding of Shirley’s artistic vision was impressive. 
Many thanks to those who have already acquired copies of the book and have expressed their satisfaction. 
Those interested in purchasing a copy are welcome to contact Biff Markham-Oren.  


English is Fun   -   with Rahel
A BRIEF HISTORY OF BUGS BUNNY:
· Bugs Bunny is the world's most popular rabbit.
· Since 1939 he has starred in more than 175 films.
· He's been nominated for three Oscars, and won one – in 1958, for "Knighty Knight, Bugs."
· Every year, from 1945 to 1961, he was voted "top animated character" by movie theatre owners (when they still showed cartoons in theatres.) 
· In 1985 he became only the second cartoon character to be given a star of the Hollywood Walk of Fame (Mickey Mouse was the first.)
· For almost thirty years, starting in 1960, he had one of the top rated shows on Saturday morning TV.
· In 1960. When researchers polled Americans on their favourite characters, real and imaginary, Bugs came in second – behind Abraham Lincoln.
ZAPPA'S LAW AND OTHER FACTS OF LIFE
You know Murphy's Law:  "If something can go wrong, it will."  Here are some other immutable laws of the universe to consider
Zapper's Law:  "There are two things on Earth that are universal: hydrogen and stupidity.
Lowe' Law:  "Success always occurs in private, and failure in full public view."
Todd's Law:  "All things being equal, you lose."
Thompson's Thesaurus:  "When the going gets weird, the weird turn pro."
Vac's Conundrum:   "When you dial a wrong number, you never get a busy signal."
The Unspeakable Law:  "As soon as you mention something..
· If it's good, it goes away
· If it's bad, it happens
The Queue Principle:  "The longer you wait in line, the greater the likelihood that you are standing in the wrong line."
Issawi's Law of Progress:  "A shortcut is the longest distance between two points." 
				………………..more next week






 






    



  







  
 
                          
